Ole Olssons Oldtime Orchestra

The leader of the band, Ole Olsson of Snoose Boulevard fame, has searched the entire state to put together this all-star cast of musicians.  Olson says:"Ya, dey sure can play dose old time dance tunes, and dey work real cheap too."

Olson is particularly pleased that half the band is composed of females."Der will be a lot less snoose chewing going on stage," he notes. "I yust hate it when dey dribble tobacco yuice on my microphones!"
Ole Olsson’s is a funloving bunch playing some pretty darn good Scandinavian music for dancing and just plain enjoying!  They play fiddles, accordions, guitar, pump organ and bass and sing some incredibly funny Scandinavian vaudeville songs too!  The members are:

Char Bostrom  began playing Swedish folk music in 1991.  She has learned many Scandinavian tunes from Swedish and Norwegian fiddlers and recordings, and generally plays the "second voice" when fiddling in a group.  Char, along with Art Bjorngjeld, has continued to plan and play for the Sunday evening Scandinavian dances at the Good Templar Hall in Minneapolis that were begun by Dick Rees in 1988.  She plays for Mary Hegge's Scandinavian dance classes and has played with and for the Twin Cities Swedish Folk Dancers, the Twin

Cities Nyckelharpalag, and the American Swedish Institute Spelmanslag.  She has played in smaller ensembles for weddings, parties and at festivals throughout the area.
Art Bjorngjeld  grew up in a musical family.  His grandparents immigrated from Norway and homesteaded a farm in northwestern North Dakota in 1903.  They had six children, all of whom played musical instruments.  They played for house parties, town dances, and local radio shows.  Art remembers hearing his relatives making  homemade music "in the Bjorngjeld manner" since his earliest childhood days. Art began performing with local scandinavian musicans in the early 1980's.  He plays fiddle, accordian, guitar, and has been known to sing a few "dialect" songs in the style of Slim Jim and Yogi Yorgenson.  For many years he and Dick Rees entertained as the "Scandinavian Hotshots".  Art is currently a member of Leroy Larson's Minnesota Scandinavian Ensemble.  He, along with fellow OOOO  member Char Bostrom, hosts a Scandinavian dance every other week in the Twin Cities.
Paul Wilson & Mary Abendroth 
Paul Wilson and Mary Kallberg Abendroth are a husband and wife team from Brainerd, Minnesota. The couple has spent much of their adult lives exploring the folk arts and culture of their forebearers, both as Scandinavians and Scandinavian-Americans. Paul sings and plays the two-row button accordion, understring fiddle, guitar and pump organ and is the founder of two traditional Scandinavian music groups in the Brainerd area: Skål Klubb and Skålmusik, and is also the founder and director of Nisswa-stämman, an annual Scandinavian folk music festival in Nisswa, Mn. He has taught Scandinavian fiddling workshops at the Vesterheim Museum in Decorah, Ia. and also makes violins, in the tradition of his great grandfather, Hover Vetleson from Telemark, Norway. Hover was a bricklayer and fiddler in Duluth, Minnesota.  He played for dances and house parties in and around Duluth, bringing along one of  his daughters to “chord” on the piano.  Paul’s Swedish grandfather was also a fiddler and accordion player in Duluth.  Mary sings and plays pump organ and guitar. Mary is also a talented handknitter in the Scandinavian tradition, producing fine handknitted items for discriminating customers. Her Swedish grandfather’s singing was a big inspiration in her life. She specializes in singing some of his lullabies and ‘ditties’ that he sang to her as a child. Mary and Paul present songs in Norwegian, Swedish, Finnish, English, and "Swinglish" and provide translations and historical context for their songs.  Mary and Paul have performed as a duo and together with Skålmusik and the Ole Olsson Oldtime Orchestra all over the midwest. In August, 2000 they made a musical tour to the western states of Montana, Washington state and Oregon, playing in festivals and concerts. In the summer of 2001, they performed in Battery Park, overlooking the Statue of Liberty, on the island of Manhattan, New York City; and at the Mount Rushmore National Monument in South Dakota. The duo travels extensively in Norway, Sweden and Finland, gathering musical inspiration and performing a bit for the folks there too.  They returned there again in the summer of 2002. They have appeared on National Public Radio on Garrison Keillor's "A Prairie Home Companion". They have been involved in six recordings on the Timmerhus label and are also featured on the 1998 Smithsonian Folkways Recording, "The Mississippi River of Song". The two have been rostered artists for years in the Duluth Depot Outreach program.  In their school activities they teach Scandinavian folk dance and folk music, stressing the values of cooperation, tradition and community.  They have also been listed artists in the Minnesota Folk Artists Directory published by the Minnesota State Arts Board since it’s inception and have performed in hundreds of venues over the last 20 years ranging from historical society potlucks to very large community celebrations. Paul and Mary are dedicated to their musical lives and really love what they are doing.  They have even performed for a lutefisk eating contest in Madison, Mn., so you know that they are 'seasoned' performers!
